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PURPOSE  AND  NEED 


The  Southwestern  Pennsylvania  Heritage  Preservation 
Commission  (commission)  was  established  by  Congress  in 
1 988  to  ensure  that  the  cultural  heritage  associated  with  the 
iron  and  steel,  coal,  and  transportation  industries  of  a  nine- 
county  region  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania  is  recognized, 
preserved,  promoted,  and  interpreted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  (see  Region  map).  This  effort,  called  the  America's 
Industrial  Heritage  Project  (AIHP),  focuses  on  the  resources 
and  themes  associated  with  the  region's  industries  and 
culture  and  integrates  this  heritage  with  regional  tourism, 
promotion,  and  economic  revitalization  efforts.  The  enabling 
legislation  recognizes  that  these  industries  contributed  to 
America's  growth  and  development  and  that  the  AIHP  region 
is  suitable  for  interpreting  America's  industrial  heritage  to 
present  and  future  generations. 

The  enabling  legislation  for  the  commission  also  authorizes 
"a  vehicular  tour  route  along  existing  public  roads  linking 
historic,  natural,  scenic,  and  recreational  sites  in 
southwestern  Pennsylvania."  This  tour  route,  the 
Southwestern  Pennsylvania  Industrial  Heritage  Route 
(Heritage  Route),  will  serve  as  a  heritage  byway  for  the  AIHP 
region.  The  background  of  the  Heritage  Route,  the  America's 
Industrial  Heritage  Project,  the  enabling  legislation,  and  the 
specific  sites  listed  within  the  legislation  are  described  in 
appendix  I.  The  development  of  the  Heritage  Route  must 
promote  the  importance  and  pride  in  the  region's  heritage 
that  was  recognized  by  Congress  in  the  establishment  of  the 
America's  Industrial  Heritage  Project. 

This  concept  plan  directs  the  design  and  development  of  the 
Heritage  Route  by  providing  a  common  vision  and 


understanding  of  its  purpose  and  role.  The  Heritage  Route's 
purpose  is  to  provide  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  the 
heritage  of  the  AIHP  region.  The  Heritage  Route  serves  as  a 
regional  effort  by  the  commission  to  recognize,  present, 
promote,  and  interpret  the  industrial  and  cultural  heritage  of 
southwestern  Pennsylvania.  The  Heritage  Route  will  be 
dynamic  in  nature,  with  its  location,  features,  and  structure 
changing  over  time  as  needed  to  achieve  its  purpose  and 
role.  This  concept  plan  presents  examples  of  the  historic 
transportation  routes,  resources,  and  sites,  and  important 
stories  that  represent  the  region's  heritage.  The  region's 
complex  and  diverse  heritage  cannot  be  completely 
described  and  presented  by  this  plan,  nor  even  by  the 
Heritage  Route  itself.  The  Heritage  Route  will,  however, 
create  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  region's 
heritage,  but  both  visitors  and  residents  will  be  able  to 
explore  and  define  that  heritage  for  themselves  through  their 
experiences  of  the  region. 

This  concept  plan  describes  heritage  and  the  composition  of 
heritage  byways  and  briefly  discusses  the  heritage  of 
southwestern  Pennsylvania  that  is  represented  by  the  route. 
The  plan  outlines  the  important  stories  and  examples  of 
resources  that  illustrate  and  interpret  the  region's  heritage, 
which  will  be  incorporated  into  the  Heritage  Route.  The  plan 
also  details  the  characteristics  of  the  Heritage  Route  and 
provides  guidelines  for  its  design.  The  structure  of  the 
Heritage  Route  is  outlined,  and  criteria  for  the  design  of  its 
components  are  presented.  Finally,  the  process  for  the  long- 
term  development  and  management  of  the  Heritage  Route  is 
presented. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  HERITAGE  BYWAYS 


WHAT  IS  HERITAGE? 

Heritage  is  tangible  and  intangible;  it  is  resources  and  stories 
that  have  evolved  over  time  and  provide  a  specific  area  with 
its  identity.  Heritage  includes  the  current  residents  and  people 
who  have  lived  within  the  area;  historic  or  cultural  sites  that 
represent  the  area's  past  and  current  stories;  and  geological, 
natural,  visual,  and  recreational  features  within  the  area. 
Heritage  is  also  the  cultural  or  ethnic  history  of  the  area;  the 
memories,  feelings,  and  experiences  of  the  past  and  current 
residents  of  the  area;  and  the  stories  of  the  area's  evolution. 


WHAT  CONSTITUTES  A  HERITAGE  BYWAY? 

A  heritage  byway  is  an  identified  corridor  of  cultural  and 
historical  significance  that  illustrates  and  interprets  the 
heritage  of  a  specific  area.  Heritage  byways  provide  users 
with  an  understanding  of  the  area's  identity  by  creating  a 
common  thread  through  its  tangible  and  intangible  resources. 
Heritage  byways  serve  as  interpretive  and  transportation  links 
within  the  area  they  are  found.  Heritage  byways  are  a  form  of 
tour  route  that  are  distinct  from  scenic  byways. 

Heritage  byways  are  characterized  by  interpretive, 
informative,  and  physical  features  that  occur  within  their 
corridors.  These  features  are  the  building  blocks  that  make 
up  and  provide  the  width,  length,  and  direction  of  a  heritage 
byway.  The  management  of  heritage  byways  is  different  than 
conventional  tour  routes  because  their  dimensions  will  vary 
according  to  the  location  of  resources  and  sites  that 
represent  the  area's  heritage.  Heritage  byways  depend  on 


interpretation,  resource  protection,  and  effective  multi- 
jurisdictional  partnerships  to  make  a  region's  heritage  come 
alive  for  users. 

Heritage  byways  may  incorporate  within  their  design  portions 
of  or  entire  historic  corridors  that  provide  an  understanding  of 
a  region's  heritage. 


WHAT  ARE  HISTORIC  CORRIDORS? 

Historic  corridors  are  areas  that  are  specifically  associated 
with  the  development  of  a  region's  heritage.  These  historic 
corridors  represent  the  development  of  the  region  within  that 
specific  area  over  time.  They  encompass  historic 
transportation  routes;  cultural,  natural,  historic,  and  visual 
resources;  important  stories  and  sites;  and  the  areas  where 
people  live  and  work.  These  corridors  often  contain  one  or 
more  prehistoric  trails,  migration  trails  or  routes,  canals, 
railroads,  and  roads  or  highways  and  their  associated 
resources.  The  boundaries  of  these  corridors  are  determined 
by  the  concentration  and  location  of  these  representative 
elements. 


THE  HERITAGE  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 


How  it  was  in  that  place,  how  light  hung  in  a  bright  pool 
of  air  like  water,  in  an  eddy  of  cloud  and  sky,  I  will  long 
remember. 

James  Still,  Appalachian  Poet 

Heritage  is  not  a  name.  It  is  not  a  monument.  It  is  more  than 
the  faded  memory  of  a  distant  past  seemingly  severed  from  a 
troubled  present  and  uncertain  future.  Heritage  is  more  than 
speeches  and  platitudes,  more  than  a  region's  historic 
structures,  even  more  than  the  intangible  spirit  that  holds  a 
community  together.  Heritage  is  song  and  stories;  it  is  roads 
and  factories;  it  is  coal  patches  and  cities  built  around  iron 
and  steel  and  railroads.  It  is  the  grim  determination  to  rebuild 
a  city  crushed  by  a  devastating  flood  and  the  gritty  optimism 
that  brings  children  into  the  unrelenting  world  of  the  coal 
company  town.  Heritage  is  the  passion  and  pride  of  people 
bound  together  by  past  events  and  traditions  handed  down 
from  generation  to  generation.  Heritage  is  the  consciousness 
that  a  common  destiny  can  emerge  from  a  history  of  conflict 
and  violence  and  bloodshed.  It  is  the  awareness  that  the 
individual  always  remains  part  of  a  larger  human  community. 
Heritage  is  the  thread  that  weaves  the  past  and  present  of 
southwestern  Pennsylvania  into  one  vibrant  tapestry  of  life. 

The  region's  heritage  is  based  in  its  important  stories  and 
resources  and  illustrated  by  historic  corridors  and  sites  within 
these  corridors.  These  historic  corridors  are  a  rich  mix  of 
natural,  cultural,  historic,  and  scenic  resources,  which 
represent  much  of  the  region's  heritage.  The  region's  heritage 
is  found  throughout  southwestern  Pennsylvania  and  will  be 
underscored  to  visitors  and  residents  through  their 
experiences  and  exploration  of  the  region. 


East  Broad  Top  Railroad  National  Historic  Landmark,  Huntingdon  County 


Cambria  Iron  Company  National  Historic  Landmark,  Cambria  County 


IMPORTANT  STORIES  AND  RESOURCES  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 


SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  HAS  SERVED  HISTORICALLY  AS  A 
NATURAL  GATEWAY  BETWEEN  THE  ATLANTIC  SEABOARD,  THE 
GREAT  LAKES,  AND  THE  OHIO  AND  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  VALLEYS. 
ITS  STRATEGIC  IMPORTANCE  MADE  IT  A  BATTLEGROUND  FOR 
EMPIRE  BETWEEN  THE  FRENCH,  BRITISH,  AND  NATIVE  AMERICANS. 

The  conflict  between  the  French  and  British  over  the  Ohio 
valley  marked  the  entrance  of  western  Pennsylvania  into 
the  full  light  of  history,  as  a  stage  where  events  took 
place  affecting  the  whole  civilized  world. ' 

Between  1689  and  1763  France  and  Britain  fought  a  series  of 
four  wars  for  control  of  the  North  American  continent.  In 
1750,  after  three  inconclusive  conflicts,  the  two  empires 
focused  their  efforts  on  the  forks  of  the  Ohio  River.  For  the 
French,  control  of  the  Ohio  River  and  its  headwaters  would 
forge  a  link  between  their  settlements  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  Mississippi  rivers.  For  the  British,  establishing  a  foothold 
in  southwestern  Pennsylvania  would  provide  a  gateway  from 
their  narrow  coastal  colonies  into  the  lands  of  the  interior.  It 
would  also  frustrate  French  plans  to  create  a  fortified  line 
against  their  advance.  The  ensuing  struggle  on  the  Allegheny 
frontier  erupted  into  a  global  conflict  that  eliminated  France 
as  political  power  in  North  America  and  fatally  undermined 
the  power  of  Native  American  tribes  in  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Ohio  valley.  It  also  sowed  the  seeds  of  discord  that  led  to  an 
American  war  for  independence.  Fort  Necessity  National 
Battlefield,  Fort  Ligonier,  Fort  Bedford,  Bushy  Run  Battlefield, 
the  Nemacolin,  Raystown,  and  Glade  Paths,  and  the 
Braddock  and  Forbes  roads  all  played  pivotal  roles  in  this 
chapter  of  southwestern  Pennsylvania's  history.  These  paths 


and  roads  were  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  historic 
transportation  routes  that  influenced  the  region's  development 
and  its  historic  corridors  (see  Historic  Transportation  Routes 
of  Southwestern  Pennsylvania  map). 


THE  TOPOGRAPHY  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  REQUIRED 
THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  INNOVATIVE  TRANSPORTATION 
TECHNOLOGIES.  THESE  TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEMS  EXPRESSED 
THE  HUMAN  IMPULSE  TO  CONTROL  THE  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT. 

Have  just  received,  direct  from  Philadelphia  (by  canal),  an 
extensive  supply  and  general  assortment  of  foreign  wines 
and  liquors.  Their  present  stock  includes  Cognac  brandy, 
Holland  Gin,  port,  Jamaica  spirits,  Irish  Whiskey  from 
Belfast,  N.E.  Rum,  Madeira,  Claret,  Sherry,  old  Port. 
Also  —  an  assortment  of  BOTTLED  WINE.2 

No  visitor  to  southwestern  Pennsylvania  can  ignore  the 
presence  of  the  Allegheny  Front.  This  natural  feature 
symbolizes  both  the  challenges  and  potential  of  developing  or 
exploiting  the  region.  Southwestern  Pennsylvania's  dramatic 
topography  at  once  presented  the  region's  occupants  with 
perplexing  problems  and  grand  opportunities.  In  the  1700s 
and  early  1 800s  the  Americans  who  occupied  the  region 
overcame  its  geographic  barriers  with  an  array  of 
sophisticated  transportation  systems,  such  as  macadam 
roads,  canals,  and  railroads.  The  potential  benefits  of 
establishing  commercial  ties  with  the  west  led  Pennsylvania 
to  construct  a  number  of  transportation  innovations  to  carry 
goods  and  people  between  the  east  coast  and  the  trans- 
Appalachian  west. 


MARYLAND 


NATIVE  AMERICAN  PATHS      TURNPIKES  &  ROADS  (19th  CENTURY)  MULTIPLE-USE  ROUTES 


1  Raystown  Path 

2  Frankstown  Path 

3  Kittanning  Path 

4  Nemacolin  Path 

5  Catawba  Path 

6  Glades  Path 

MILITARY  ROADS 

7  Braddock  Road 

8  Forbes  Road 

CANALS/RIVERS 

9  Pennsylvania  Main  Line  Canal 

10  Monongahela  River 

11  Youghiogheny  River 

12  Ohio  River 


13  National  Road 

14  Pennsylvania  Road 

15  Huntingdon-Cambria-Indiana  Turnpike 

16  Ebensburg-Butler  Turnpike 

RAILROADS 


17  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad 
(Pennsylvania  Mainline) 

18  Pennsylvania  Railroad 

19  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad 


HISTORIC  TRANSPORTATION  ROUTES 
OF  SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 


TURNPIKES  &  ROADS  (20th  CENTURY) 

20  Lincoln  Highway 

21  Pennsylvania  Turnpike 

22  National  Old  Trails  Road 
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The  National  Road,  the  Pennsylvania  Road,  the  Huntingdon- 
Cambria-Indiana  Turnpike,  and  other  state  roads  followed  the 
courses  of  earlier  Native  American  Indian  trails  and  European 
and  American  military  and  commercial  roads.  These  roads  in 
turn  laid  the  foundation  for  the  Lincoln  Highway,  Pennsylvania 
Turnpike,  the  National  Old  Trails  Road,  and  other  20th 
century  automobile  roads. 

Early  travelers  used  rivers  such  as  the  Juniata,  Conemaugh, 
Allegheny,  and  Monongahela  for  passage  through  the  region, 
but  access  was  limited  by  natural  obstacles  and  seasonal 
waterflow.  As  the  region  developed  in  the  late  18th  and  early 
1 9th  centuries,  residents  modified  the  Monongahela  River  to 
permit  the  downstream  passage  of  flatboats  and,  later,  for 
regular  use  by  steamboats.  The  success  of  the  Erie  Canal  in 
New  York  and  the  fear  of  losing  access  to  western  markets 
led  to  the  development  of  the  Pennsylvania  Main  Line  of 
Public  Works  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh.  The 
Pennsylvania  Main  Line  Canal  was  developed  in  several 
divisions  along  the  Allegheny,  Kisikiminetas,  and  Conemaugh 
rivers,  and  the  Frankstown  branch  of  the  Juniata  River. 

Developments  in  rail  travel  enhanced  the  region's  role  as  a 
cornerstone  in  the  nation's  transportation  system.  By  1854 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  had  constructed  a  rail  line  that 
bypassed  the  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad  and  linked 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh  and  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  river 
valleys.  Later,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  made  its  way 
to  Pittsburgh,  cementing  western  Pennsylvania's  continued 
importance  as  a  gateway  between  the  east  and  midwest. 

The  National  Road,  the  Pennsylvania  Main  Line  Canal,  the 
Allegheny  Portage  Railroad,  the  Staple  Bend  and  Gallitzin 
tunnels,  Horseshoe  Curve,  the  towns  of  Hollidaysburg, 
Brownsville,  Saltsburg,  and  Alexandria,  the  Searights  and 
Petersburg  tollhouses,  and  Mt.  Washington  Tavern  testify 


both  to  the  powerful  incentives  for  creating  a  cost-effective 
way  to  cross  the  Alleghenies  and  to  southwestern 
Pennsylvania's  continued  importance  as  a  transportation 
crossroads  between  east  and  west  during  America's  frenetic 
"age  of  internal  improvements." 


Somerset  Historical  Center,  Somerset  County 


THE  INDUSTRIALIZATION  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 
HELPED  CATAPULT  THE  UNITED  STATES  INTO  WORLD  ECONOMIC 
LEADERSHIP. 

U.S.  Steel  embraced  every  aspect  of  steel-making  from 
ore  beds  to  finishing  plants.  It  gobbled  up  over  200 
manufacturing  and  transportation  companies,  1,000  miles 
of  railways,  and  the  whole  Mesabi  iron  range.  It  employed 
over  170,000  workers  and  controlled  60  percent  of 
America's  steel  capacity.  U.S.  Steel  was  the  largest 
industrial  combine  the  world  had  ever  seen  .... 
Capitalized  at  $1.4  billion,  its  value  was  greater  than  the 
national  debt.3 

The  rapid  evolution  of  the  region's  railroad  network  was 
essential  to  its  corresponding  rise  as  an  industrial  center.  Rail 
consumed  as  much  as  three  quarters  of  the  nation's  steel, 
and  plants  such  as  Cambria  Iron  and  Steel  supplied  rail  for 
the  region's  railroads.  Johnstown  prospered  as  an  important 
iron  and  steel  center.  Altoona  became  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad's  foremost  manufacturing  and  service  center. 
Pittsburgh  ultimately  became  the  largest  city  in  the  region  and 
the  center  of  the  nation's  premier  steel-producing  region. 

Other  communities  were  created  as  "company  towns"  to 
house  and  control  the  labor  force  in  the  state's  growing  coal 
industry.  By  the  early  20th  century  Pennsylvania  had  become 
the  largest  coal-  and  coke-producing  state  in  the  nation.  The 
rise  of  iron  and  steel,  coal,  and  rail  industries  in  southwestern 
Pennsylvania  played  an  essential  role  in  establishing  the 
United  States  as  the  foremost  industrialized  nation  in  the 
world. 

Increasing  industrialization  significantly  altered  the  region's 
social  and  economic  patterns.  Industrialization  prompted 
worldwide  migration;  immigrants  flooded  southwestern 


Pennsylvania  and  profoundly  affected  the  region's  social 
structure.  The  development  of  large-scale  industry  both 
disrupted  and  created  new  cultural  patterns,  caused 
widespread  environmental  impacts,  and  consolidated 
enormous  wealth  in  the  hands  of  a  relative  few  capitalists, 
either  hailed  as  "captains  of  industry"  or  vilified  as  "robber 
barons."  Undeniably,  it  also  greatly  increased  the  standard  of 
living  for  millions  of  Americans.  The  former  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  works  at  Altoona,  Cambria  Iron  and  Steel  Works  at 
Johnstown,  Eureka  Mine  40,  Johnstown  Flood  National 
Memorial,  Friendship  Hill  National  Historic  Site,  and  the  cities 
and  towns  of  Altoona,  Johnstown,  Connellsville,  Jeanette, 
Indiana,  and  Windber  all  bear  witness  to  the  revolutionary 
impact  of  industrialization  on  life  in  southwestern 
Pennsylvania. 


CONFLICT  WAS  A  CATALYST  FOR  CHANGE.  CONFLICT  BETWEEN 
LABOR  AND  CAPITAL  PROMOTED  THE  GROWTH  OF  UNIONS,  WHILE 
CONFLICT  AMONG  ETHNIC  GROUPS  OFTEN  DETERMINED  JOB 
ASSIGNMENTS,  PROMOTIONS,  AND  WORKING  CONDITIONS. 
CONFLICTS  ALSO  PROMOTED  SOLIDARITY  WITHIN  ETHNIC  GROUPS. 

"I  can  hire  one  half  the  working  class  to  kill  the  other 
half."4 

The  region's  communities  also  provide  evidence  of  the 
conflicts  that  arose  from  industrialization.  Conflict  became  a 
catalyst  for  change,  although  this  change  often  came  violently 
in  armed  clashes  between  the  forces  of  labor  and  capital. 
Labor  organized  to  counter  the  overwhelming  power  of 
industrial  capitalists  and  in  some  cases  to  forestall 
competition  from  immigrant  labor.  Conflict  was  also  a  fact  of 
life  between  various  immigrant  groups.  The  establishment  of 
churches,  fraternal  organizations,  and  other  social  institutions 
reflected  vivid  and  rigid  ethnic  and  class  consciousness. 


Altoona,  Johnstown,  Windber,  Scalp  Level,  West  Overton, 
Scottdale,  Jeanette,  Connellsville,  Brownsville,  and 
Uniontown  are  examples  of  communities  that  retain  the 
stamp  of  the  myriad  cultures,  peoples,  and  industries  that 
created  them. 

Southwestern  Pennsylvania  reflects  the  impacts  of 
industrialization  in  its  landscape,  its  cities  and  towns,  and  its 
people.  As  the  region  shifts  to  a  new  economic  base,  its 
extraordinary  geography  and  the  legacy  of  its  industrial 
heritage  will  shape  this  transition  just  as  geography  and 
history  shaped  the  region's  industrial  revolution.  The  region's 
significance  stems  from  the  accumulated  resources  and 
stories  that  occur  there.  The  stories  and  resources  of 
southwestern  Pennsylvania  provide  a  dynamic  linkage 
between  past  and  present.  The  Heritage  Route  will  provide  a 
tangible  avenue  along  which  visitors  can  travel  to  understand 
this  intangible  link. 


1.  Kent,  Donald  H.  "The  French  Advance  into  the  Ohio 
Country."  The  Western  Pennsylvania  Historical  Magazine. 
Fall-Winter,  1954-5,  p.  135. 

2.  Pittsburgh  Gazette.  8-1-36,  p.  2. 

3.  Nation  of  Nations:  A  Narrative  History  of  the  American 
Republic.  Vol.  2,  p.  680. 

4.  Jay  Gould,  quoted  in  Nation  of  Nations,  vol.  2,  p.  680. 
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St.  Michael  Historic  District,  Cambria  County 
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Scalp  Level,  Mine  40,  Somerset  County 


HISTORIC  CORRIDORS  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 


The  evolution  of  historic  corridors  through  southwestern 
Pennsylvania  is  part  of  the  region's  identity.  The  periods  of 
the  French  and  Indian  War,  westward  expansion,  the  age  of 
internal  improvements,  and  the  industrial  revolution  are 
embodied  in  these  corridors.  These  corridors  witnessed  the 
successive  development  of  Indian  paths,  military  roads, 
turnpikes,  canals,  railroads,  and  highways.  The  region's 
industrial,  cultural,  and  historical  development  initially  began 
within  these  corridors  and  continued  as  a  result  of  the 
concentration  of  people,  natural  resources,  industrial 
development,  and  transportation  systems.  The  region's 
diverse  inhabitants  followed  and  settled  within  these  historic 
corridors.  The  corridors  not  only  connect  the  region's  many 
historical  and  cultural  sites,  they  also  create  the  sense  of 
continuity  over  time  that  enables  visitors  to  understand  that 
our  lives  today  are  interwoven  in  a  rich  and  complex  historical 
fabric. 

Individual  sites  and  resources  within  the  historic  corridors  are 
important  to  the  illustration  and  interpretation  of  the  region's 
heritage.  The  Heritage  Route  will  incorporate  portions  of 
these  historic  corridors  and  their  important  sites,  resources, 
and  stories  as  part  of  its  purpose  to  provide  a  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  region's  heritage.  Other  sites  and 
resources  within  the  AIHP  region  also  illustrate  and  interpret 
the  region's  heritage,  but  the  concentration  of  important 
resources,  sites,  and  stories  within  the  historic  corridors  of 
southwestern  Pennsylvania  make  them  integral  to  the 
Heritage  Route  development. 

There  are  three  principal  historic  corridors  in  the  region  (see 
the  Historic  Corridors  and  Representative  Resources  map). 
The  first  follows  an  east-west  path  that  accompanies  the 


Frankstown  branch  of  the  Juniata  River  and  the  Conemaugh 
and  Kiskiminetas  rivers.  This  corridor  includes  portions  of  the 
routes  of  the  Native  American  Frankstown  and  Kittanning 
paths,  the  Huntingdon-Cambria-Indiana  Turnpike,  the 
Pennsylvania  Main  Line  Canal  and  Allegheny  Portage 
Railroad,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Examples  of  sites 
that  illustrate  the  region's  heritage  within  this  corridor  include 
the  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad  National  Historic  Site,  Mt. 
Etna  and  Eliza  iron  furnaces,  Altoona  Railroaders  Memorial 
Museum,  Horseshoe  Curve  National  Historic  Landmark, 
Johnstown  Flood  National  Memorial,  St.  Michael  Historic 
District,  Cambria  Iron  Company  National  Historic  Landmark, 
Johnstown  Flood  Museum,  the  East  Broad  Top  Railroad 
National  Historic  Landmark,  Huntingdon  and  Hollidaysburg 
historic  districts,  the  towns  of  Alexandria,  Altoona,  and 
Johnstown,  and  the  Saltsburg  Canal  Park. 

A  second  east-west  corridor  accompanies  in  part  the 
Raystown  Branch  of  the  Juniata  River  and  numerous 
overland  routes.  This  corridor  includes  portions  of  the  Native 
American  Raystown  and  Glades  paths,  Forbes  Road,  the 
Pennsylvania  Road,  the  Lincoln  Highway,  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Turnpike.  Examples  illustrating  the  region's 
heritage  within  this  corridor  include  the  Bedford  Historic 
District,  Fulton  House  (McConnellsburg),  Somerset  Historical 
Center,  the  towns  of  Jeannette  and  Schellsburg,  Fort 
Ligonier,  and  Bushy  Run  Battlefield  State  Park. 

A  third  historic  corridor  follows  the  Monongahela- 
Youghiogheny  river  drainages  and  includes  portions  of  the 
Native  American  Nemacolin  and  Catawba  paths,  the 
Braddock  and  National  roads,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  and  the  National  Old  Trails  Road.  Examples  of  sites 
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REPRESENTATIVE  RESOURCES 
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1 

Saltsburg 

19 

Allegheny  Portage  NHS 

2 

Bushy  Run  Battlefield  NHL 

20 

Gallitzin  Tunnels 
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Jeanette 

21 

Altoona 

4 

Fort  Ligonier 

22 

Horseshoe  Curve  NHL 
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West  Overton/Scottdale 

23 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Shops 
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Brownsville 

24 
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7 

Friendship  Hill  NHS 

25 

Hollidaysburg  Historic  District 
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Fort  Necessity  National  Battlefield 

26 

Mt.  Etna 
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Addison 

27 

Alexandria 
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Somerset  Historical  Center 

28 

East  Broad  Top  Railroad  NHL 

11 

Windber/Scalp  Level 

29 

Fulton  House 

12 

Conemaugh  Gap 

30 

Connellsville 

13 

Johnstown  Inclined  Plane 
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Eliza  Furnace 

14 

Cambria  Iron  Company  NHL 
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Bedford  Historic  District 

15 

Johnstown 

33 

Huntingdon  Historic  District 

16 

St.  Michael  Historic  District 

34 

Uniontown 

17 

Johnstown  Flood  National  Memorial 

35 

Greenwood  Furnace 

18 

Staple  Bend  Tunnel  NHL 

36 

Indiana  Historic  District 
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illustrating  the  region's  heritage  within  this  corridor  include 
Fort  Necessity  National  Battlefield,  Friendship  Hill  National 
Historic  Site,  Mount  Washington  Tavern,  Petersburg 
(Addison)  and  Searights  tollhouses,  and  the  towns  of 
Addison,  Brownsville,  Connellsville,  Uniontown,  and  West 
Overton/Scottdale. 


Fayette  County  Courthouse,  Uniontown 


Gallitizin  Tunnels,  Cambria  County 


West  Overton,  Westmoreland  County 
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THE  SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  INDUSTRIAL  HERITAGE  ROUTE 


HERITAGE  ROUTE  PURPOSE 

The  region's  heritage  is  being  preserved  and  interpreted 
through  the  commission's  partnership  efforts.  Visitors  will 
learn  about  and  experience  the  region's  significant  resources 
and  stories  through  the  various  sites  and  facilities, 
recreational  opportunities,  and  interpretive  media  within  the 
AIHP  region.  The  Heritage  Route  provides  a  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  heritage  of  the  AIHP  region  by  creating 
a  common  thread  through  its  tangible  and  intangible 
resources.  The  Heritage  Route  serves  as  a  regional  effort  by 
the  commission  to  recognize,  present,  promote,  and  interpret 
the  industrial  and  cultural  heritage  of  southwestern 
Pennsylvania. 


Tangible  and  Intangible  Resources.  Tangible  and  intangible 
resources  represent  and  illustrate  the  region's  heritage. 
These  are  stories  and  resources  of  the  AIHP  region  that 
create  the  area's  identity  and  provide  common  themes  for  the 
region's  interpretation.  The  resources  and  sites  that  best 
illustrate  the  region's  heritage  will  be  incorporated  as 
interpretive  features  of  the  Heritage  Route. 

Interpretive  Media.  Interpretive  media  are  publications, 
audiovisual  materials,  and  exhibits  that  present  the  region's 
heritage  to  visitors  and  residents  and  create  a  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  region's  heritage. 


Informative  Features 


HERITAGE  ROUTE  CHARACTERISTICS 

The  Heritage  Route  is  a  heritage  byway  characterized  by  the 
interpretive,  informative,  and  physical  features  that  occur 
within  its  corridor.  The  width,  length,  and  direction  of  the 
heritage  byway  is  shaped  by  these  features. 


These  features  are  the  communication  methods  that  organize 
and  publicize  the  Heritage  Route  for  users.  Various 
combinations  of  publications,  information  stations,  visitor 
services,  and  marketing  efforts  orient  and  direct  users 
through  the  heritage  corridor.  These  communication  methods 
are  detailed  in  appendix  III  and  include  previsit  information 
and  onsite  information. 


Interpretive  Features 

These  features  illustrate  the  cultural  and  historical 
significance  of  the  region's  heritage.  These  features  bring  the 
region's  stories  to  life  and  create  emotions  and  experiences 
for  visitors  and  residents  who  are  exploring  the  region. 
Interpretive  features  that  are  part  of  the  Heritage  Route  are 
detailed  in  appendix  II  and  include  tangible  and  intangible 
resources  and  interpretive  media. 


Previsit  Information.  This  information  will  provide  potential 
visitors  to  the  region  with  knowledge  concerning  the  Heritage 
Route,  AIHP  sites,  and  services  such  as  lodging,  food,  and 
recreational  activities.  Previsit  information  will  include 
marketing  materials,  publications,  and  visitor  services  at 
regional  entry  points. 

Onsite  Information.  This  information  will  provide  visitors  with 
detailed  knowledge  about  the  Heritage  Route  and  the  entire 
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region  through  information  stations,  publications,  audiotape 
tours,  and  visitor  services.  These  sources  will  offer 
information  and  orientation  to  the  Heritage  Route,  AIHP  sites, 
and  regional  services.  Heritage  Route  users  will  be  directed 
between  sites  by  a  series  of  directional  signs. 


"Trailblazer"  Road  Sign  -  Pilot  Route 


HERITAGE  J   I  HERITAGE 
ROUTE^   I      ROUTE 

Proposed  "Trailblazer"  Signs  -  Central  Route 
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Physical  Features 

These  features  are  the  tangible  links  between  resources  and 
sites  within  the  Heritage  Route  that  create  a  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  region's  heritage.  Physical  features  that 
allow  visitors  and  residents  to  explore  the  region's  heritage, 
including  sites  and  roads,  are  described  in  appendix  IV. 

Sites.  Sites  incorporate  the  cultural,  historical,  natural,  and 
recreational  resources  that  illustrate  and  allow  interpretation 
of  the  area's  heritage.  These  sites  will  incorporate  nationally 
and  regionally  significant  resources  representing  the 
important  stories  and  resources  identified  as  interpretive 
features  for  the  Heritage  Route.  These  sites  will  also  include 
the  informative  features  that  are  used  to  direct  users  along 
the  Heritage  Route. 

Roads.  Roads  within  the  region  serve  as  the  physical  and 
interpretive  links  between  the  Heritage  Route  sites.  These 
roads  will  meet  standards  for  visitor  use  including  navigation, 
comprehension  of  the  region's  heritage,  safety  and 
accessibility,  and  road  design. 

The  Heritage  Route  will  be  dynamic  in  nature  with  its 
location,  features,  and  structure  changing  to  achieve  its 
purpose.  The  initial  development  of  the  Heritage  Route  will  be 
based  upon  the  interpretive,  informative,  and  physical 
features  that  currently  exist  or  will  be  immediately  developed 
within  the  AIHP  region.  The  location  of  the  Heritage  Route 
and  its  dimensions  will  change  as  additional  important 
resources  and  stories  that  represent  the  region's  heritage  and 
meet  the  guidelines  and  design  criteria  are  identified. 

The  procedures  for  making  changes  to  the  Heritage  Route 
location,  structure,  and  dimensions  will  be  developed  by  the 
commission  staff  and  its  partners.  Changes  to  sites  and 


roads  that  are  initially  part  of  the  central  route  and  county 
routes  will  take  place  as  directed  by  those  procedures.  The 
procedures  will  be  formalized  as  part  of  an  operations  and 
maintenance  manual  that  will  be  prepared  for  the  Heritage 
Route  when  its  initial  development  is  completed.  This  manual 
will  direct  the  continued  development  of  the  Heritage  Route 
as  the  region's  heritage  is  interpreted  by  the  commission,  its 
partners,  and  complementary  efforts. 


HERITAGE  ROUTE  STRUCTURE 

The  Heritage  Route  is  a  corridor  that  illustrates  and  interprets 
the  heritage  of  the  AIHP  region.  Within  this  corridor  visitors 
will  be  encouraged  to  travel  along  a  central  route  and 
individual  county  routes. 


Central  Route 

The  central  route  will  be  comprised  of  signed  roads  and 
information  stations  (informative  features),  resources  and 
sites  (physical  features),  and  visitor  centers  and  publications 
(interpretive  features).  The  central  route  will  provide  visitors 
with  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  region's  heritage 
and  opportunities  to  further  explore  the  region  in  greater 
depth  through  county  routes. 

County  Routes 

These  routes  provide  alternatives  to  the  central  route.  County 
routes  will  complement  the  central  route  by  providing  access 
to  sites  and  interpretive  stories  not  information  stations  at 
sites  along  the  central  route.  County  routes  will  be  comprised 
of  signed  and  unsigned  roads  (informative  features), 
interpretive  brochures  (interpretive  and  informative  features), 
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and  the  resources,  sites,  stories,  and  experiences  within  local 
areas  of  the  AIHP  region  (interpretive  and  physical  features). 
Signs  may  be  developed  for  county  routes  according  to 
procedures  that  will  be  part  of  the  Heritage  Route's 
operations  and  maintenance  manual. 


HERITAGE  ROUTE  INITIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Heritage  Route's  corridor  is  shaped  by  interpretive, 
informative,  and  physical  features  that  provide  a 
comprehensive  understanding  of  the  region's  heritage.  The 
initial  development  of  the  Heritage  Route  must  begin  with  the 
identification  of  a  general  location  where  the  Heritage  Route 
corridor  will  achieve  this  purpose.  The  Heritage  Route 
location  will  meet  the  following  guidelines. 


Interpretive  Features 

•  Incorporates  a  broad  representation  of  the  important  sites 
and  resources  within  the  identified  historic  corridors  and 
the  tangible  and  intangible  resources  necessary  for  a 
comprehensive  understanding  of  the  region's  heritage. 

•  Uses  existing  or  planned  interpretive  media  to  explain  the 
important  resources  and  stories  that  help  provide  an 
understanding  of  the  region's  heritage. 

Informative  Features 

•  Incorporates  known,  existing,  or  planned  visitor  services 
that  aid  in  the  comprehensive  understanding  of  the 
region's  heritage. 

•  Uses  existing  or  planned  information  concerning  organized 


travel  within  the  region  to  reach  resources  or  sites  that 
provide  an  understanding  of  the  region's  heritage. 


Physical  Features 

•  Incorporates  resources  and  stories  that  meet  the 
interpretive  features  criteria  and,  wherever  possible, 
includes  the  sites  listed  within  the  enabling  legislation  for 
the  Heritage  Route. 

•  Comprises  a  route  (or  routes)  through  the  region  that  is 
safe,  navigable,  accessible,  and  connects  all  features. 

The  Heritage  Route  location  shown  within  the  concept  plan  is 
the  result  of  the  application  of  these  guidelines  to  the  region's 
resources  and  is  based  upon  the  best  available  information  at 
the  time  of  this  document's  preparation  (see  Heritage  Route 
Initial  Development  map). 

Following  establishment  of  the  Heritage  Route  location,  the 
interpretive,  informative,  and  physical  features  that  meet  the 
criteria  within  the  concept  plan  will  be  identified  within  the 
region.  Those  features  occurring  within  the  Heritage  Route 
corridor  will  be  used  to  design  the  central  route.  A  work  group 
consisting  of  the  county  heritage  committees,  commission 
partners,  commission  staff,  and  the  NPS  project  team  will 
design  the  central  route.  The  central  route  design  will  include 
interpretive  features  that  illustrate  and  present  the  region's 
heritage  and  informative  features  that  exist  or  are  planned, 
such  as  visitor  centers  or  Heritage  Route  information  stations. 
Locations  where  both  interpretive  and  informative  features 
occur  will  be  designated  as  sites.  The  designated  sites  and 
the  roads  that  link  them  will  be  the  physical  features  that  will 
be  used  to  design  the  central  route. 
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REPRESENTATIVE  RESOURCES 


% 


1 

Saltsburg 

19 

Allegheny  Portage  NHS 
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Bushy  Run  Battlefield  NHL 

20 

Gallitzin  Tunnels 
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Jeanette 
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Fort  Ligonier 
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West  Overton/Scottdale 
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Pennsylvania  Railroad  Shops 
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Brownsville 
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Railroaders  Memorial  Museum 

7 

Friendship  Hill  NHS 
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Hollidaysburg  Historic  District 
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Fort  Necessity  National  Battlefield 
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Mt.  Etna 
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Addison 
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Alexandria 
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Somerset  Historical  Center 

28 

East  Broad  Top  Railroad  NHL 
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Windber/Scalp  Level 

29 

Fulton  House 

12 

Conemaugh  Gap 

30 

Connellsville 

13 

Johnstown  Inclined  Plane 
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Eliza  Furnace 

14 

Cambria  Iron  Company  NHL 

32 

Bedford  Historic  District 
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Johnstown 
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Huntingdon  Historic  District 
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St.  Michael  Historic  District 

34 

Uniontown 

17 

Johnstown  Flood  National  Memorial 
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Greenwood  Furnace 

18 

Staple  Bend  Tunnel  NHL 
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Indiana  Historic  District 

\\ 


\\ 


Juniata  to  Allegheny 
Rivers  Corridor 

Juniata  River/Overland 
Routes  Corridor 

Monongahela/Youghiogheny 
Rivers  Corridor 

Heritage  Route  Corridor 


HERITAGE  ROUTE 
INITIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 
INDUSTRIAL  HERITAGE  ROUTE 

BEDFORD,  BLAIR,  CAMBRIA,  FAYETTE,  FULTON,  HUNTINGDON, 
INDIANA,  SOMERSET,  AND  WESTMORELAND  COUNTIES 

SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  HERITAGE  PRESERVATION  COMMISSION 
US  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  •  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

957-20108DSC-11-93 


The  combinations  of  sites  and  roads  looked  at  for  the  central 
route  design  will  be  used  as  alternatives  within  an 
environmental  assessment  for  the  Heritage  Route  project. 
This  document  will  identify  and  assess  potential  impacts  of 
the  project  and  serve  as  an  additional  planning  tool  for  the 
commission  in  developing  the  Heritage  Route. 

County  routes  will  be  developed  separately  from  the  central 
route  by  the  county  heritage  committees,  commission  staff, 
and  commission  partners.  Each  county  heritage  committee 
will  be  responsible  for  identifying  the  features  and  resources 
to  be  linked  by  the  individual  county  routes.  The  designers  of 
county  routes  will  be  encouraged  to  use  the  guidelines  and 
criteria  for  the  Heritage  Route  that  are  presented  in  this 
concept  plan  and  that  will  be  applied  to  the  design  of  the 
central  route. 

The  commission  will  coordinate  the  efforts  of  its  partners  to 
develop  the  Heritage  Route.  Partners  who  may  be  involved  in 
the  development  of  the  central  route  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to,  county  heritage  committees;  owners  or 
organizations  managing  theme-related  sites  within  the  region; 
local  historical  societies;  state  heritage  park  (SHP)  staff, 
consultants,  or  task  forces;  Pennsylvania  state  agencies  such 
as  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission,  the 
Department  of  Transportation,  and  the  Department  of 
Community  Affairs;  and  regional  planning  entities.  Partners 
who  may  be  involved  in  the  development  of  county  routes 
include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  county  heritage  committees, 
local  historical  societies,  owners  or  organizations  managing 
sites  within  the  local  area,  local  (municipal  and  county) 
planning  offices,  and  SHP  staff,  consultants,  or  task  forces. 

Coordination  between  the  SHP  program  and  the  Heritage 
Route  will  be  included  in  procedures  within  the  operations 
and  maintenance  manual  that  will  be  created  during  the 


Heritage  Route  development.  Ongoing  communication 
between  the  developers  of  the  Heritage  Route  and  the  SHP 
projects  will  continue  as  both  efforts  are  completed.  The 
incorporation  of  SHP  facilities,  informational  plans,  and 
interpretation  efforts,  coordination  of  signs  and  interpretive 
wayside  development,  and  central  route  and  county  route 
planning  for  Heritage  Route  development  will  be  part  of  these 
planning  efforts.  Similar  coordination  and  communication 
between  the  Heritage  Route  and  other  complementary  AIHP 
projects  will  be  coordinated  by  the  commission  staff. 
Appendix  I  has  additional  details  on  the  coordination  of  the 
Heritage  Route  with  other  regional  planning  efforts. 


HERITAGE  ROUTE  FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT 

As  the  AIHP  region's  heritage  is  identified  and  interpreted, 
additions  and  changes  to  the  Heritage  Route  will  occur.  The 
commission  and  its  partners  will  assess  the  Heritage  Route's 
status  on  a  regular  basis  and  change  its  features  as  needed 
to  meet  its  purpose. 


Interpretive  Features 

The  interpretive  features  of  the  Heritage  Route  will  change  as 
additional  tangible  and  intangible  resources  that  illustrate  the 
region's  heritage  are  identified  and  the  interpretive  media  that 
presents  these  resources  are  developed  or  change.  A  family 
of  publications  and  interpretive  exhibits  for  the  Heritage  Route 
and  AIHP  sites  will  continue  to  be  updated. 
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Informative  Features 

The  informative  features  of  the  Heritage  Route  will  be 
changed  as  the  region's  heritage  is  developed  and  the  needs 
of  visitors  to  the  region  and  the  Heritage  Route  are  identified. 
An  updated  family  of  publications  will  provide  information 
concerning  the  Heritage  Route  and  services  for  visitors. 
Additional  information  stations  and  visitor  contact  points  will 
be  available  as  new  AIHP  sites  are  developed  within  the 
region. 


Physical  Features 

The  physical  features  of  the  Heritage  Route  will  change  as 
the  interpretive  and  information  features  are  developed, 
resulting  in  additions  or  changes  in  the  sites  to  be  linked  by 
the  route.  Improvements  or  changes  to  roads  within  the 
region  will  affect  the  use  of  specific  routes  to  link  these  sites. 


Operations  and  Maintenance  Manual 

Long-term  management  and  development  of  the  Heritage 
Route  will  be  directed  through  an  operations  and 
maintenance  manual,  which  will  be  developed  by  the  NPS 
project  team,  in  consultation  with  the  commission's  staff  and 
partners.  This  manual  will  provide  guidance  for  the  future 
development,  changes,  additions,  and  maintenance  of  the 
Heritage  Route  system.  The  manual  will  be  designed  to  allow 
for  changes  and  updates  of  the  sections  dealing  with 
management  and  maintenance  procedures,  current 
information  on  interpretive,  informational,  and  physical 
features,  and  central  and  county  route  development. 
Distribution  of  the  manual  will  include  the  commission  and  its 
staff,  partners  involved  in  the  management  and  maintenance 


of  the  Heritage  Route,  and  partners  or  planners  involved  in 
the  development  of  future  changes  or  additions  to  the 
Heritage  Route. 


Friendship  Hill  National  Historic  Site,  Fayette  County 
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APPENDIX  I:  BACKGROUND  OF  THE  SOUTHWESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA  INDUSTRIAL  HERITAGE  ROUTE 


SOUTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  HERITAGE 
PRESERVATION  COMMISSION 

In  November  1988  the  United  States  Congress  authorized  PL 
100-698,  which  established  the  Southwestern  Pennsylvania 
Heritage  Preservation  Commission  (commission)  as  an 
agency  within  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  The  commission 
is  mandated  to  ensure  that  the  industrial  and  cultural  heritage 
of  a  nine-county  region  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania  is 
recognized,  preserved,  promoted,  and  interpreted  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

America's  Industrial  Heritage  Project  (AIHP)  focuses  on  the 
development  of  resources  and  themes  related  to  coal  mining, 
iron  and  steel  making,  transportation,  labor  and  social  history, 
and  associated  industries.  The  America's  Industrial  Heritage 
Project  also  integrates  these  resources  and  themes  into  a 
regional  tourism  promotion  and  economic  revitalization  effort, 
while  protecting  scenic,  recreational,  historic,  cultural,  and 
natural  resources.  The  National  Park  Service  serves  as 
technical  advisor  to  the  commission. 

The  visitor  experience  is  a  driving  force  of  the  America's 
Industrial  Heritage  Project,  and  the  core  of  this  experience  is 
the  story  of  the  people.  In  the  commission's  Comprehensive 
Management  Plan  (CMP)  the  Heritage  Route  is  described  as 
a  key  link  for  visitors  to  the  historical,  cultural,  natural,  scenic, 
and  recreational  sites  in  the  region,  with  the  continuity  of  the 
entire  route  being  maintained  through  signs  and  a  family  of 
interpretive  publications.  AIHP  planners  envision  the  route 
providing  visitors  with  many  choices  to  fully  explore  the 
region  by  linking  a  variety  of  sites  that  present  overviews  of 


particular  stories.  In  addition,  information  at  these  sites  will 
help  visitors  learn  about  other  places  they  can  go  in  the 
region. 

Furthermore,  the  management  plan  views  the  Heritage  Route 
as  the  major  transportation  link  for  getting  visitors  around  the 
region.  It  views  the  Heritage  Route  as  a  means  of  directing 
visitors  around  the  region  so  they  will  understand  the  scope 
of  the  industrial  story  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania.  The 
route  will  link  focal  points  of  the  major  stories  associated  with 
the  heritage  of  the  region  and  provide  easy  access  to  these 
sites. 


HERITAGE  ROUTE  ENABLING  LEGISLATION 

Section  II  of  PL  100-698  authorizes  the  designation  of  the 
Heritage  Route.  For  public  appreciation,  education, 
understanding,  and  enjoyment  of  certain  nationally  and 
regionally  significant  sites  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania, 
which  are  accessible  by  public  road,  the  secretary  of  the 
interior  "shall  designate  ...  a  vehicular  tour  route  along 
existing  public  roads  linking  historic,  natural,  scenic,  and 
recreational  sites  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania." 

The  legislation  goes  further  to  list  specific  sites  within  the 
region  that  will  be  linked  by  the  route.  In  addition,  provisions 
are  made  for  the  secretary  of  the  interior  (through  the 
commission)  "to  designate  additional  segments  of  the  route 
from  time  to  time  as  appropriate  to  link  other  historic,  cultural, 
natural,  scenic,  and  recreational  sites  when  such  sites  are 
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designated  and  protected  by  federal,  state,  and  local 
governments,  Indian  tribes,  or  nonprofit  entities." 

The  sites  listed  represent  national  and  regionally  significant 
resources  associated  with  the  three  basic  industries 
recognized  within  the  legislation  as  well  as  other 
representative  resources  of  the  region's  heritage.  The  sites 
identified  are 

Allegheny  Portage  Railroad  National  Historic  Site 

Altoona  Railroad  Shops 

Altoona  Railroader's  Memorial  Museum 

Bushy  Run  Battlefield 

Cambria  Iron  Works 

Conemaugh  Gap 

East  Broadtop  Railroad  National  Historic  Landmark 

Eliza  Furnace 

Fort  Ligonier 

Fort  Necessity  National  Battlefield 

Friendship  Hill  National  Historic  Site 

Gallitzin  Tunnels 

Historic  Saltsburg 

Horseshoe  Curve  National  Historic  Landmark 

Johnstown  Flood  Museum 

Johnstown  Flood  National  Memorial 

Johnstown  Inclined  Plane 

Mt.  Etna  Furnace 

Charles  Schwab  Estate 

Seldom  Seen  Valley  Mine 

Somerset  Historical  Center 
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PROJECT  PARTNERS  AND  OTHER 
REGIONAL  PLANNING  EFFORTS 


An  important  part  of  the  commission's  mandate  is  to  protect, 
interpret,  and  manage  the  region's  cultural  and  natural 
resources  and  the  stories  associated  with  them.  This  is 
accomplished  through  a  cooperative  partnership  aimed  at 
combining  economic  development  with  preservation.  Such  a 
partnership  requires  the  efforts  and  resources  of  local, 
regional,  state,  and  federal  agencies,  the  private  sector,  and 
most  importantly,  residents  of  the  region. 

One  primary  partner  is  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
through  the  State  Heritage  Parks  (SHP)  program,  which  is 
administered  by  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs.  The 
five  primary  goals  and  objectives  of  this  program  are 
economic  development,  intergovernmental  cooperation, 
cultural  conservation,  recreation,  and  education.  These  goals 
and  objectives  complement  those  of  the  Americas  Industrial 
Heritage  Project  while  highlighting  particular  regions  of  the 
commonwealth  whose  cultural,  historic,  and  recreational 
resources  exemplify  the  industrial  traditions  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  SHP  program  will  focus  on  the  interpretation  and 
illustration  of  these  regional  resources,  while  the  America's 
Industrial  Heritage  Project  (and  the  Heritage  Route) 
recognizes  and  interprets  the  heritage  of  a  nine-county  region 
in  southwestern  Pennsylvania. 

Within  southwestern  Pennsylvania,  the  Allegheny  Ridge 
Industrial  Heritage  Park,  formally  established  in  April  1992, 
lies  entirely  within  the  AIHP  region  in  Blair,  Cambria,  and 
Somerset  counties.  This  SHP  program  provides  interpretation 
and  illustration  of  the  iron  and  steel,  coal,  and  transportation 
industries  and  their  resources  within  these  counties.  The  park 
has  integrated  the  Heritage  Route's  pilot  route  within  its 
management  action  plan  for  the  circulation  of  visitors  and 


interpretation  of  the  park's  resources.  In  addition,  the  park's 
management  action  plan  directs  the  development  of 
"gateway"  centers,  individual  sites,  and  interpretive  media 
that  will  present  the  park's  resources  and  heritage  to  visitors. 
The  resources  and  visitor  services  planned  for  this  park  are 
the  same  as  many  resources  and  features  to  be  used  for 
Heritage  Route  development. 

Other  proposed  or  planned  state  heritage  parks  within  the 
AIHP  region  include  the  Steel  Heritage  Region  Heritage  Park 
in  Westmoreland  and  Fayette  counties;  the  National  Road 
Heritage  Park  corridor  in  Fayette  and  Somerset  counties;  and 
the  Lincoln  Highway  Heritage  Park  corridor  in  Fulton, 
Bedford,  Somerset,  and  Westmoreland  counties.  These  parks 
will  interpret  these  regional  resources,  many  of  which  also  fall 
within  the  "historic  corridors"  identified  in  this  concept  plan  as 
being  representative  of  the  AIHP  region's  heritage.  Some  of 
the  sites  and  resources  that  will  be  integral  to  the  operation 
of  these  state  heritage  parks  will  also  meet  the  design  criteria 
for  the  Heritage  Route. 

Coordination  between  the  SHP  program  and  the  Heritage 
Route  will  be  included  in  procedures  within  the  operations 
and  maintenance  manual  that  will  be  created  during  the 
Heritage  Route  development.  Communication  has  been 
ongoing  between  the  previously  mentioned  State  Heritage 
Parks'  task  forces,  consultants,  and  staff;  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Community  Affairs  staff  and  the  commission's 
staff;  NPS  project  teams,  county  heritage  committees, 
commission  partners,  and  other  Pennsylvania  agencies 
involved  with  the  America's  Industrial  Heritage  Project.  The 
incorporation  of  SHP  facilities,  informational  plans,  and 
interpretive  efforts;  the  coordination  of  signs  and  interpretive 
wayside  developments;  and  planning  the  central  route  and 
county  routes  for  Heritage  Route  development  will  be  part  of 
these  procedures.  These  items  will  be  discussed  and 


formalized  between  the  partners  working  on  the  Heritage 
Route  project  and  the  individual  parks  and  placed  within  the 
Heritage  Route  operations  and  maintenance  manual. 

In  addition  to  the  SHP  program,  there  are  also  ongoing 
efforts  that  will  complement  the  Heritage  Route  by  focusing 
on  the  AIHP  region's  heritage.  Development  of  AIHP  heritage 
centers,  individual  sites,  and  identification  and  preservation  of 
the  natural,  cultural,  historic,  and  visual  resources  within  the 
region,  by  the  commission  and  its  partners,  will  improve  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Heritage  Route.  The  inclusion  or  addition 
of  planned  or  newly  created  sites,  interpretive  media  and 
resources,  and  informative  programs  to  the  Heritage  Route, 
as  well  as  coordination  of  the  planning  between  these  efforts 
and  the  existing  Heritage  Route  structure,  will  be  part  of  the 
procedures  within  the  operations  and  maintenance  manual  to 
be  developed. 

The  Heritage  Route  project  will  consider  and  use  standards 
or  guidelines  developed  through  the  federal  or  Pennsylvania 
"scenic  byways"  programs.  These  standards  or  guidelines  will 
be  used  when  appropriate  to:  improve  the  effectiveness  of 
the  Heritage  Route  in  achieving  its  purpose  and  role; 
increase  familiarity  of  the  Heritage  Route  to  users  of  national 
or  state  byway  programs;  and  as  necessary  to  conform  to 
national  or  state  standards  that  affect  funding  for  the 
continued  operation  of  the  commission  and  its  partners  within 
the  AIHP  region.  The  coordination  between  national  and  state 
programs  and  the  Heritage  Route  project  will  be  included  in 
the  operations  and  maintenance  manual  procedures. 


PILOT  ROUTE 

In  April  1992  a  pilot  segment  of  the  Heritage  Route  between 
Altoona  and  Johnstown  was  dedicated.  The  commission 
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developed  this  segment  so  ideas  could  be  tested  and  input 
from  visitors  and  residents  could  be  gathered  for  planning  the 
remainder  of  the  route.  The  route  links  19  sites  associated 
with  the  region's  heritage,  following  the  approximate  path  of 
the  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad.  A  visitor  use  survey  also  was 
conducted  in  1992  that  provided  valuable  information  for 
future  planning  efforts.  The  pilot  route  will  be  included  within 
the  overall  Heritage  Route  development  and  adapted 
according  to  the  design  criteria  within  this  concept  plan. 


Fort  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  County 
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APPENDIX  II:  INTERPRETIVE  FEATURES  OF  THE  HERITAGE  ROUTE 


The  Heritage  Route  will  be  a  corridor  that  encompasses  the 
tangible  and  intangible  resources  representing  the  region's 
heritage.  The  Heritage  Route's  width,  length,  and  direction 
will  be  shaped  by  the  interpretive,  informative,  and  physical 
features.  This  appendix  describes  the  interpretive  features  of 
the  Heritage  Route. 


INTERPRETIVE  FEATURES 


historic  corridors  and  representative  resources  associated 
with  the  important  stories  of  the  region's  development  — 
the  French  and  Indian  War,  westward  expansion  and  the 
age  of  internal  improvements,  and  the  industrial  revolution 
and  economic  and  ethnic  conflict 

other  resources  that  represent  the  region's  heritage  that 
fall  outside  of  the  identified  historic  corridors 


Interpretive  features  illustrate  the  cultural  and  historical 
significance  of  the  region's  heritage.  These  features  will  bring 
the  region's  stories  to  life  and  create  emotions  and 
experiences  for  users  of  the  Heritage  Route.  Interpretive 
features  of  the  Heritage  Route  will  include  tangible  and 
intangible  resources  and  interpretive  media. 


Tangible  and  Intangible  Resources 

These  are  the  resources  and  stories  of  the  AIHP  region  that 
are  representative  of  the  area's  heritage.  These  resources 
and  stories  create  the  region's  identity,  provide  common 
themes  for  interpretation,  and  may  be  located  at  sites  within 
the  region's  historic  corridors.  The  resources  and  sites  that 
best  illustrate  and  interpret  the  area's  heritage  will  be 
incorporated  in  the  Heritage  Route.  Examples  of  these 
resources  and  stories  include 

resources,  stories,  and  experiences  associated  with  the 
primary  industries  of  the  America's  Industrial  Heritage 
Project  —  transportation,  iron/steel,  coal/coke,  and  social 
history/labor  movement 


Interpretive  Media 

The  region's  heritage  will  be  presented  to  Heritage  Route 
users  through  a  mix  of  publications,  audiovisual  materials, 
and  exhibits.  These  media  will  help  create  a  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  region's  heritage  by  illustrating  and 
interpreting  the  important  resources  and  stories  of  the  AIHP 
region. 

Publications.  A  family  of  interpretive  publications  will  be 
designed  and  produced  for  distribution  at  information  stations 
and  sites  along  the  Heritage  Route.  Publications  will  have  a 
common  design,  layout,  and  size  that  will  include 
standardized  graphic  and  production  components,  including 
common  typeface,  preferred  colors,  simplified  maps,  and 
consistent  pictorial  treatments.  The  following  are  publications 
that  will  be  needed  or  are  planned  for  development. 

Heritage  Route  Official  Brochure  —  This  publication  will  be 
the  anchor  brochure  for  the  entire  Heritage  Route.  It  will 
establish  the  graphic  design  and  layout  for  the  rest  of  the 
publication  family.  A  large,  simple,  regional  map  will  dominate 
one  side,  with  the  Heritage  Route  highlighted  and 
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representative  resources  and  sites  of  the  region's  heritage 
and  the  roads  on  the  central  route  identified.  The  reverse 
side  will  be  a  pleasing  combination  of  interpretive  text, 
photographs  (both  contemporary  and  historic),  and  graphic 
illustrations.  It  will  need  to  be  exciting  visually  and  inviting 
interpretively  to  produce  an  understanding  of  the  region's 
heritage.  A  second  publication  may  be  developed  to  include 
only  the  Heritage  Route  map  and  sites,  with  the  interpretive 
text  and  graphics  to  stay  in  the  first  brochure. 

County  Route  Brochures  — These  publications  will  be  similar 
to  the  Heritage  Route  brochure  in  layout  and  design,  but  they 
may  not  require  the  same  size  when  opened.  The  individual 
county  routes  will  be  presented  in  separate  brochures  unless 
joint  county  routes  have  been  established.  The  content  of 
each  document  will  be  developed  by  the  county  heritage 
committees,  with  the  specific  resources  and  stories 
interpreted  depending  on  the  design  of  the  county  routes. 

Programs  and  Activities  Bulletin  — The  third  component  of 
the  free  brochure  family  will  be  the  programs  and  activities 
bulletin.  This  publication  will  follow  the  same  graphic  and 
layout  design  as  the  previous  two,  but  it  also  may  be  of  a 
different  size  and  printed  on  a  different  paper  stock  (i.e., 
standard  letter  or  legal  size  paper  in  a  tri-fold).  The  programs 
and  activities  bulletin  may  be  produced  locally  by  individual 
AIHP  site  staff,  following  an  established  format.  The  content 
will  be  topical  and  changeable  information.  It  may  contain  a 
weekly  or  monthly  listing  of  guided  tours,  walks  or  hikes, 
presentations,  lectures,  films,  performances,  special  events, 
festivals,  and  other  activities. 

Children's  Guide  to  the  Heritage  Route  — This  publication 
will  consist  of  a  series  of  AlHP-related  games,  activities, 
stories,  photographs,  and  illustrations  that  interpret  the  entire 
route  for  children.  A  second  alternative  may  be  to  include  the 


same  material  in  an  activity  book  (coloring  book  style  and 
size)  and  offer  it  for  sale.  Either  approach  would  be  a  good 
supplement  for  parents  and  teachers  while  exploring  what  is 
predominately  an  adult  story. 

Individual  AIHP  Site  Brochures  —  These  publications  will  not 
be  directly  developed  through  the  Heritage  Route  but  will 
compliment  the  Heritage  Route  and  county  route  brochures 
by  interpreting  the  resources  and  stories  associated  with 
each  site.  These  brochures  will  follow  the  established  graphic 
layout  of  the  Heritage  Route  brochures. 

Heritage  Route  Handbook  — This  publication  is  envisioned 
as  a  sales  item  and  will  be  a  colorful,  well-researched 
interpretive  piece  telling  the  large  story  of  the  AIHP  region.  It 
will  be  illustrated  with  contemporary  and  historic  photographs 
and  supported  by  maps  and  illustrations.  The  important 
resources  and  stories  of  the  region  will  be  presented  in 
greater  detail  than  in  the  interpretive  brochures.  The  Heritage 
Route  will  be  presented,  with  additional  opportunities  for  time 
and  distance  combinations  for  traveling  along  the  Heritage 
Route. 

These  publications  will  be  widely  distributed  at  information 
stations,  visitor  centers,  and  other  sites  along  the  Heritage 
Route.  They  will  also  be  available  for  distribution  at  other 
sites  within  the  AIHP  region  that  may  not  be  directly  on  the 
Heritage  Route.  Except  for  those  otherwise  mentioned, 
publications  are  envisioned  to  be  free  and  contain  no 
advertising. 

Audiovisual  Materials.  The  following  items  will  be  sold  or 
available  on  loan  at  AIHP  sites  for  Heritage  Route  users. 

Audiotapes  —  Audiotapes,  drawing  from  the  oral  histories 
being  compiled  by  the  Pennsylvania  Heritage  Affairs 
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Commission,  will  allow  first-person  accounts  to  be  told  about 
life  in  the  industries  represented  in  the  region.  A  "storyteller 
series"  will  be  developed  to  highlight  the  major  industries, 
with  narratives  and  personal  accounts  selected  to  illustrate 
the  stated  AIHP  interpretive  themes.  Additionally,  tapes  will 
be  produced  showcasing  the  regional  heritage  through  music, 
folklore,  poetry  and  ballads,  or  by  historical  narratives  about 
the  region's  travel  corridors  along  the  Heritage  Route.  These 
tapes  will  be  for  use  in  vehicle  tape  players  while  on  the 
route  or  in  the  home  or  school. 

Video  —  Video  versions  of  interpretive  movies  or  slide  shows 
produced  for  AIHP  sites  on  the  Heritage  Route  will  be  sold. 

Slide  Strips  —  Slide  strips  will  be  sold  at  sites  along  the 
Heritage  Route.  The  slides  will  show  AIHP  sites  and 
resources  along  the  Heritage  Route  and  will  include 
contemporary  shots  as  well  as  historic  photographs. 


Site  Displays  and  Programs.  Resources  and  stories 
associated  with  individual  AIHP  sites  along  the  Heritage 
Route  will  be  interpreted  by  existing  or  planned  interpretive 
displays.  These  displays  may  include:  museum-quality 
exhibits;  "working  equipment"  or  interactive  stations; 
audiovisual  presentations  such  as  videos,  movies,  and  audio 
programs;  "first-person"  storytelling  or  other  interpretive 
programs;  and  other  interpretive  activities  that  present  the 
important  stories  of  the  region's  heritage. 

Wayside  Exhibits.  Wayside  exhibits  will  be  created  for  all 
interpretive  turnouts  and  overlooks  developed  in  association 
with  the  Heritage  Route.  The  exhibit  panels  will  interpret  the 
natural,  cultural,  historic,  and  visual  resources  of  importance 
to  the  region's  heritage  that  are  represented  at  the  site. 


Interpretive  Exhibits 

Interpretive  exhibits  will  be  found  at  various  points  throughout 
the  Heritage  Route.  These  exhibits  will  include  the  following. 

Heritage  Route  Information  Stations.  Information  stations 
will  be  installed  in  selected  facilities  throughout  the  AIHP 
region.  Interpretive  panels  included  in  the  stations  will  present 
the  important  stories,  sites,  and  resources  of  the  region.  Brief 
text  and  color  graphics  will  accompany  a  regionwide  map  of 
the  route  and  the  sites  it  links.  Below  the  interpretive  panels 
will  be  slots  for  the  official  regional  map/interpretive  brochure, 
individual  site  brochures,  information  regarding  hiking, 
bicycle,  and  walking  trails  in  the  area,  etc.  The  information 
station  is  intended  to  display  publications  dedicated  to  the 
interpretive  efforts  of  the  Heritage  Route. 


Horseshoe  Curve  National  Historic  Landmark,  Blair  County 
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APPENDIX  III:  INFORMATIVE  FEATURES  OF  THE  HERITAGE  ROUTE 


The  Heritage  Route  will  be  a  corridor  that  encompasses  the 
tangible  and  intangible  resources  representing  the  region's 
heritage.  The  Heritage  Route's  width,  length,  and  direction 
will  be  shaped  by  the  interpretive,  informative,  and  physical 
features.  This  appendix  describes  the  informative  features  of 
the  Heritage  Route. 


INFORMATIVE  FEATURES 

Informative  features  are  the  communication  methods  that 
organize  and  publicize  the  Heritage  Route  for  users.  Various 
combinations  of  publications,  information  stations,  visitor 
services,  and  marketing  efforts  orient  and  direct  users 
through  the  heritage  corridor.  These  communications  media 
will  be  available  before  (previsit)  and  during  (onsite)  use  of 
the  Heritage  Route. 


Previsit  Information 

Potential  visitors  to  the  region  will  learn  of  the  Heritage  Route 
through  an  organized  marketing  program,  publications 
available  through  the  marketing  program  and  AIHP  sites,  and 
visitor  services  at  regional  entry  points. 

AIHP  Marketing  Program.  Potential  visitors  to  the  region  will 
learn  of  the  opportunities  available  through  a  national 
advertising  and  marketing  program  coordinated  by  the 
commission. 

Advertising  —  Advertising  will  include  broadcast  and  print 
advertising  directed  at  international,  national,  state,  and  local 


markets.  Commission  staff  will  be  involved  with  efforts  to 
market  the  regional  heritage  of  Pennsylvania  to  international 
audiences.  National  audiences  will  be  reached  by 
advertisements  in  magazines,  tourbooks,  state  guidebooks, 
and  motor  coach  programs.  State  audiences  will  be 
approached  through  tourist  promotion  agency  publications, 
magazines,  and  state  guidebooks. 

Tourism  Promotion  Agencies  —  Tourism  promotion  agencies 
provide  services  to  their  membership  such  as  publications 
and  advertising,  which  the  commission  will  use  as  a  member 
of  the  seven  tourism  promotion  agencies  within  the  region. 
Advertising  and  informative  text  concerning  the  Heritage 
Route  and  the  America's  Industrial  Heritage  Project  will  be 
part  of  the  publications  printed  and  distributed  by  the  tourism 
promotion  agencies.  These  publications  reach  national, 
regional,  and  state  audiences  that  will  complement  AIHP 
marketing  efforts. 

Information  Distribution  —  Information  distribution  will  be 
accomplished  by  the  establishment  of  a  centralized  fulfillment 
service  using  a  toll-free  phone  number  and  operators  to 
provide  information.  Trip-planning  packets  will  be  developed 
for  distribution,  which  will  include  information  about  the 
Heritage  Route  and  heritage  sites  along  with  options  for  food, 
lodging,  and  recreation  in  the  region. 

Publications.  The  Heritage  Route  official  brochure,  county 
route  brochures,  and  individual  AIHP  site  brochures  will 
provide  specific  directions  and  orientation  to  sites  and 
resources  along  the  Heritage  Route.  These  publications  will 
be  distributed  within  trip  planning  packets  and  in  response  to 
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specific  requests  for  information  received  by  AIHP  sites, 
tourist  promotion  agencies,  and  local  visitor  centers. 

Visitor  Services.  Visitors  entering  the  region  will  be  informed 
and  oriented  to  the  Heritage  Route  by  services  available 
through  AIHP  gateways,  chambers  of  commerce/local  tourism 
promotion  agencies,  and  state,  regional,  and  local  welcome 
centers.  These  contact  points  provide  general  information 
concerning  regional  features  and  recreational  opportunities; 
information  about  the  Heritage  Route  will  be  available  to 
potential  visitors.  AIHP  gateways  are  specifically  designated 
points  for  AIHP  publication  and  information  distribution. 
Gateways  are  in  various  locations  on  major  routes  within  the 
region  and  possibly  outside  the  AIHP  region. 


Onsite  Information 

Once  visitors  have  reached  AIHP  sites,  detailed  information 
about  the  Heritage  Route  and  the  entire  region  will  be 
available  through  information  stations,  publications  and 
audiotape  tours,  and  visitor  services  offered  for  information, 
orientation,  and  understanding  of  the  area's  heritage. 
Directional  signs  will  orient  and  lead  users  between  sites  and 
along  roads  of  the  Heritage  Route. 

Heritage  Route  Information  Stations.  Information  stations 
will  be  self-help  to  minimize  visitor  center  staff  administration. 
These  stations  will  be  free-standing  and  display  the  Heritage 
Route  logo  for  quick  and  easy  identification.  A  prominent  part 
of  the  design  will  be  a  regionwide  map  indicating  the  tour 
route  itself  and  the  sites  it  links.  Below  the  map  will  be  slots 
for  the  official  regional  map/interpretive  brochure,  individual 
site  brochures,  information  regarding  hiking,  biking,  and 
walking  trails  in  the  area,  etc.  The  base  of  the  station  will 
have  rear  access  for  storage  of  brochures.  Information 
stations  are  intended  to  display  publications  dedicated  to  the 


interpretive  and  informational  efforts  of  the  Heritage  Route 
and  the  America's  Industrial  Heritage  Project. 

Publications  and  Audiovisual  Media.  A  variety  of 
publications  and  audiovisual  media  may  be  used  to  orient 
and  direct  visitors  along  the  Heritage  Route.  The  following  list 
of  potential  media  will  increase  as  information  systems  and 
technology  are  developed  to  meet  the  changing  needs  of 
Heritage  Route  users. 

Heritage  Route  Official  Brochure  —  This  publication  will 
display  a  regional  map  that  will  orient  the  reader  to  the 
Heritage  Route  and  the  sites  along  it.  Heritage  Route  users 
will  use  this  brochure  to  locate  and  follow  the  route  and  as  a 
means  of  traveling  within  the  region.  The  publication(s)  will 
combine  text,  photographs,  and  graphic  illustrations  to 
explain  the  Heritage  Route.  This  brochure  is  likely  to  become 
a  primary  marketing  tool  for  the  Heritage  Route  and  the  AIHP 
sites  along  it.  A  second  publication  may  be  developed  from 
this  brochure  to  include  only  the  route  map  and  sites, 
providing  detailed  directions  and  locations  for  the  Heritage 
Route  and  its  sites. 

County  Route  Brochures  — These  publications  will  direct 
Heritage  Route  users  to  the  individual  county  routes  and  the 
sites  on  these  routes. 

Programs  and  Activities  Bulletin  — This  publication  will  be 
produced  locally  by  AIHP  site  staff  to  present  topical  and 
changeable  information.  It  may  contain  a  weekly  or  monthly 
listing  of  guided  tours,  walks  or  hikes,  presentations,  lectures, 
films,  performances,  special  events,  festivals,  and  activities 
associated  with  sites  and  the  Heritage  Route. 

Heritage  Route  Handbook  —  This  publication  is  envisioned 
as  a  sales  item  and  will  be  a  colorful,  well-researched 
interpretive  piece  telling  the  overall  story  of  the  America's 
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Industrial  Heritage  Project.  Detailed  touring  options  within  the 
Heritage  Route  corridor,  based  on  themes,  time,  and 
distance,  will  be  part  of  the  publication's  contents. 

Audiotapes  — A  series  of  audiotapes  will  be  offered  either  as 
sales  items  in  visitor  center  bookstores  and  gift  shops,  or 
available  on  loan  for  use  in  vehicle  tape  players  while  on  the 
Heritage  Route.  These  tapes  may  draw  on  oral  histories, 
showcase  the  regional  heritage  through  music,  folklore, 
poetry  and  ballads,  or  provide  historical  narratives  of  the 
region's  travel  corridors  in  their  presentation  of  the  sites  and 
resources  encountered  along  the  Heritage  Route.  Tapes  may 
be  specifically  designed  to  guide  travelers  to  resources  and 
sites  along  sections  of  the  Heritage  Route  or  to  direct  users 
to  specific  sites  of  interest  regarding  a  particular  story  or 
theme. 

Visitor  Services.  Visitors  will  receive  information  and 
orientation  to  the  Heritage  Route  at  AIHP  sites,  chambers  of 
commerce,  and  other  visitor  contact  points  throughout  the 
region.  Sites  along  the  Heritage  Route  will  have  a  system  for 
distributing  information  concerning  the  route  and  other 
features  of  the  region.  Visitor  contact  points  may  include 
information  racks  with  brochures  and  literature  on  regional 
and  local  services  and  resources;  reservation  services  for 
lodging,  meals,  and  touring  options;  personnel  to  provide 
customized  trip  planning  within  the  regional  and  local  areas; 
and  other  services  that  substantially  assist  visitors  in  using 
the  Heritage  Route.  Many  sites  with  visitor  services  will  also 
be  equipped  with  a  self-help  Heritage  Route  information 
station. 


orient  and  lead  users  to  the  resources  and  sites  associated 
with  region's  heritage.  Signs  will  also  direct  route  users  to 
sites  where  additional  information  about  and  orientation  to  the 
Heritage  Route  and  the  commission  and  its  partners  can  be 
obtained.  The  Heritage  Route  brochure  will  describe  the  route 
and  sign  system  and,  when  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
signs,  will  further  orient  the  motorist. 


Addison  Tollhouse,  Somerset  County 


Signs.  Signs  will  consist  of  a  distinctive  "trailblazer"  sign  with 
a  symbol  for  the  Heritage  Route  and  directional  signs,  which 
will  be  used  along  roads  at  decision  points  and  intervals  to 
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APPENDIX  IV:  DESIGN  CRITERIA  FOR  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  HERITAGE  ROUTE 


The  Heritage  Route  will  be  a  corridor  that  encompasses  the 
tangible  and  intangible  resources  representing  the  region's 
heritage.  The  Heritage  Route's  width,  length,  and  direction 
will  be  shaped  by  the  interpretive,  informative,  and  physical 
features.  This  appendix  establishes  design  criteria  for 
selecting  sites  and  roads  to  serve  as  the  physical  features  for 
the  Heritage  Route. 

Title  II  of  the  enabling  legislation  for  the  commission,  PL  698- 
100,  calls  for  the  establishment  of  the  Heritage  Route.  This 
legislation  also  identifies  specific  sites  and  resources  that  will 
be  linked  by  the  Heritage  Route.  These  sites,  which  are 
detailed  in  appendix  I  of  this  concept  plan,  represent  portions 
of  the  region's  heritage.  These  resources  will  be  linked 
together  through  the  Heritage  Route  structure. 

Within  the  Heritage  Route  structure,  the  central  route  will 
serve  as  a  tangible  link  between  the  resources  and  sites  that 
create  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  region's 
heritage  for  the  visitor.  County  routes  will  provide  additional 
opportunities  to  explore  the  resources,  sites,  stories,  and 
experiences  that  represent  the  region's  heritage  in  local 
areas.  The  criteria  for  physical  features  in  this  appendix  will 
be  used  in  the  design  of  the  central  route  and  are 
recommended  for  use  by  county  heritage  committees  and 
commission  partners  when  designing  individual  county 
routes. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES 

The  physical  features  of  the  central  route  are  sites  and  the 
roads  that  link  these  sites. 


Sites 

Resources  or  facilities  within  the  AIHP  region  that  meet  the 
criteria  for  the  Heritage  Route  will  linked  by  the  central  route. 
Sites  may  include  AIHP  heritage  centers;  state  heritage  park 
facilities;  state  and  federal  parks;  natural,  cultural,  historic,  or 
other  resources  related  to  the  region's  heritage;  regional  or 
local  heritage  centers  or  visitor  centers;  interpretive  waysides 
or  overlooks;  trail  or  river  access  points;  and  any  other 
resources  or  sites  that  assist  in  understanding  the  region's 
heritage. 

Sites  to  be  linked  by  the  central  route  will  serve  as  the  initial 
contact  many  visitors  will  have  with  southwestern 
Pennsylvania's  heritage;  therefore,  they  must  meet  certain 
standards  to  provide  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  the 
region's  heritage.  Wherever  possible  these  sites  will 
accomplish  the  following: 

Provide  access  to  interpretive  media  that  orients  visitors 
to  and  provides  an  understanding  of  the  AIHP  stories. 
The  interpretive  media  will  be  part  of  a  comprehensive 
program  coordinated  by  the  commission  and  will  meet  the 
criteria  for  an  interpretive  feature,  as  described  in 
appendix  II  of  this  concept  plan. 
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Interpret,  conserve,  and  manage  resources  that  are 
important  to  the  illustration  and  interpretation  of  the  AIHP 
stories.  Important  resources  offer  unique  opportunities  for 
a  quality  experience  as  part  of  the  interpretation  of  the 
AIHP  region;  retain  a  high  degree  of  historic  or  cultural 
integrity;  have  national  or  regional  significance  to  the 
understanding  of  the  AIHP  stories;  and  exemplify  the 
natural,  cultural,  historic,  visual,  or  any  other  type  of 
resource  associated  with  the  AIHP  stories.  These  sites 
will  be  designated,  protected,  and  managed  by  federal, 
state,  or  local  governments,  Indian  tribes,  or  private 
entities  that  are  participating  in  or  are  prepared  to  enter 
into  an  active  and  cooperative  relationship  with  the 
commission. 

Be  visitor-ready  and  provide  adequate  services,  existing 
or  planned  for  the  near  future,  in  the  areas  of  information 
distribution,  amenity  features,  and  access  to 
complementary  facilities.  Sites  will  have  a  system  that 
provides  information  on  the  AIHP  region  and  the  Heritage 
Route  and  meets  the  criteria  for  informative  features  as 
described  in  appendix  III  of  this  concept  plan.  Sites  will 
have  adequate  amenity  facilities,  onsite  or  within  walking 
distance,  that  provide  visitors  with  comfort  stations  and 
parking  for  automobiles  and  oversize  vehicles  (RVs  and 
buses),  which  should  meet  or  exceed  current  federal 
accessibility  guidelines.  Sites  also  will  have  facilities 
onsite,  or  within  a  reasonable  traveling  distance,  that 
provide  visitors  with  complementary  services  that  would 
enable  or  enhance  the  use  of  Heritage  Route.  These 
services  will  include  concession  sales  of  interpretive 
media,  food  services,  automobile-related  services, 
lodging,  and  recreation  or  entertainment  opportunities. 


Be  located  near  additional  sites  that  enhance  or  provide 
quality  experiences  of  the  AIHP  region.  These  additional 
sites  should  be  visitor-ready  and  accessible  from  public 
roads;  of  national,  regional,  or  local  importance  to  the 
visitor's  understanding  of  the  AIHP  stories;  and  have 
interpretive  media  meeting  the  criteria  for  interpretive 
features  of  the  Heritage  Route. 


Roads 

Public  roads  provide  the  physical  and  interpretive  links 
between  sites  along  the  central  route.  Because  roads  chosen 
for  the  central  route  will  be  used  by  a  variety  of  visitors  using 
the  entire  spectrum  of  motor  vehicles,  the  roads  should  meet 
certain  standards.  Wherever  possible  these  roads  will 
accomplish  the  following: 

Provide  visitors  with  a  clear  and  navigable  route  that  has 
access  to  the  sites  essential  to  a  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  AIHP  region's  heritage.  Selected 
roads  will  avoid  predictable  delays  or  confusion  and 
create  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  region's 
heritage  by  providing  a  logical  connection  between  sites 
along  the  central  route. 

Enhance  and  provide  cohesion  to  visitor  experiences  in 
the  AIHP  region.  Wherever  reasonable  and  appropriate, 
the  central  route  should  incorporate  existing  designated 
historic  routes,  such  as  the  Lincoln  Highway  and  the 
National  Road,  or  other  historic  transportation  routes 
through  the  nine-county  region,  such  as  Indian  trails, 
military  roads/early  turnpikes,  and  canal  or  railroad 
routes.  In  addition,  the  central  route  should  use  roads 
that  reach  designated  historic  districts  and  provide 
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opportunities  for  the  interpretation  of  visual  resources, 
such  as  scenic  or  cultural  landscapes,  wherever  these 
resources  are  representative  of  or  create  cohesion  to  the 
region's  heritage. 

Provide  visitors  with  a  series  of  federal,  state,  or  county 
public  roads  that  are  safe  and  accessible.  These  roads 
will  use  existing  traffic  engineering  delineations  that  allow 
the  safe  operation  of  vehicles,  including  speed  limit 
designations;  climbing  and  deceleration  lanes  available 
for  oversize  vehicle  use  on  steep  grades;  and  passing 
opportunities  on  open  sections  of  road.  These  roads 
should  connect  to  arterial,  collector,  and  local  roads  that 
provide  visitors  with  opportunities  to  reach  additional 
resources,  stories,  and  experiences  within  the  AIHP 
region. 

Meet  the  following  guidelines  suggested  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Transportation  —  Have  a 
minimum  width  of  20-24  feet;  be  under  state  ownership; 
have  no  weight  limits;  use  no  bridges  with  weight  or 
height  limits;  avoid  steep  grades  and  sharp  curves;  and 
should  not  be  limited-access  highways  where  sign 
restrictions  occur. 

If  several  roads  provide  equal  opportunities  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  central  route,  consideration  should  be  given  to 
additional  factors  important  to  use  of  the  Heritage  Route.  The 
central  route,  whenever  feasible,  should  draw  on  existing 
regional  visitor  patterns  to  increase  opportunities  for  Heritage 
Route  use.  Additionally,  the  central  route  should  select  roads 
that  have  existing  visitor  services  along  them  to  assist  and 
encourage  use  of  the  Heritage  Route  as  a  means  of 
exploring  the  region  and  its  heritage. 


Heritage  Route  Extensions 

The  central  route  will  link  sites  within  the  Heritage  Route 
corridor  that  meet  the  previously  mentioned  criteria.  In  some 
cases,  the  Heritage  Route  may  not  encompass  significant 
resources  and  sites  that  are  relatively  scattered  within  the 
region.  These  sites  will  be  linked  by  extensions  of  the  central 
route  or  by  inclusion  in  county  routes. 

Heritage  Route  extensions  will  meet  the  same  criteria  as  the 
rest  of  the  central  route  in  their  design.  These  extensions  of 
the  central  route  will  have  signs  and  be  used  wherever  a 
major  opportunity  for  interpreting  the  region's  heritage  may 
occur  that  is  not  directly  on  the  central  route.   Extensions  can 
be  any  length  but  should  not  exceed  1 5  miles  to  facilitate  use 
of  this  link. 


Fulton  House,  Fulton  County 
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APPENDIX  V:  CENTRAL  ROUTE  INITIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


The  roads  and  sites  that  make  up  the  initial  development  of 
the  central  route  of  the  Heritage  Route  in  1 994  were 
compiled  by  the  commission  staff,  NPS  project  team,  county 
heritage  committees,  State  Heritage  Park  staff,  and  other 
commission  partners,  including  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Transportation,  Pennsylvania  Historical  &  Museum 
commission,  and  AIHP  sites.  At  a  workshop  conducted  in 
December,  1993,  these  parties  reached  consensus  on  a 
proposed  series  of  roads  and  sites  that  met  the  requirements 
for  the  interpretive,  informative,  and  physical  features  of  the 
Heritage  Route,  and  provided  a  comprehensive  under- 
standing of  the  region's  heritage  (see  Central  Route  Initial 
Development  —  1994  map).  This  set  of  roads  and  sites  and 
any  alternative  combinations  will  be  evaluated  in  an 
environmental  assessment  prior  to  development.  Modifica- 
tions and  additions  to  the  central  route  will  be  managed  in  the 
future  through  procedures  included  in  the  operations  and 
maintenance  manual  to  be  developed  in  1 994. 


ROADS 

Cambria  County 

From  Indiana  County,  on  PA  56  (through  Westmoreland 
County)  or  PA  403  to  downtown  Johnstown;  leaving 
downtown  Johnstown  on  Bedford  St.  (SR3036)  to  Scalp 
Avenue  (SR  3016,  becoming  PA  56  at  U.S.  219);  to  Windber 
(Somerset  County)  at  21st  St.  (PA  160);  to  Graham  Ave.  (PA 
160);  to  9th  St.  (PA  160);  leaving  Windber  on  PA  160  (re- 
entering Cambria  County)  to  PA  869;  PA  869  (St.  Michael) 
past  Johnstown  Flood  National  Memorial  to  SR  3024  to  PA 
53;  PA  53  (via  South  Fork  Borough,  Summerhill  Borough, 
Portage  Borough,  Cassandra  Borough)  to  Lilly  Borough;  SR 
2019  to  SR  2014  (at  Summit)  to  U.S.  22;  U.S.  22  past 
Allegheny  Portage  RR  NHS  to  PA  2016  (at  Tunnel  Hill 
Borough,  past  Gallitzin  Borough)  to  PA  1015;  to  PA  4008, 
entering  Blair  County. 


Travelers  will  proceed  in  both  directions  along  the  central 
route,  which  will  be  well-marked  by  a  series  of  "trailblazer" 
signs.  Travelers  will  follow  color-  or  shape-  coded  directional 
signs  clockwise  and  counterclockwise  through  the  region.  For 
this  description  only,  the  roads  and  sites  will  be  listed  in  the 
clockwise  direction  as  they  will  be  encountered.  The  roads 
and  sites  within  this  list  correspond  to  the  regional  map 
showing  the  initial  development  of  the  central  route  in  1 994. 


Blair  County 

From  Cambria  County,  SR  4008  past  Horseshoe  Curve;  to 
40th  St.;  to  downtown  Altoona  (past  In-town  Welcome 
Center/Allegheny  Ridge  SHP  Heritage  Discovery  Center 
Site);  to  SR  4003  to  Logan  Blvd.  (PA  36);  to  downtown 
Hollidaysburg  on  PA  36  (Penn  St.),  past  Hollidaysburg 
Historic  District/Allegheny  Ridge  SHP  Canal  Gateway  Center; 
to  Blair  St.  (U.S.  22),  leaving  Hollidaysburg;  on  U.S.  22  (past 
Canoe  Creek  State  Park,  Mt.  Etna)  to  Huntingdon  County. 
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Huntingdon  County 


Somerset  County 


From  Blair  County  on  U.S.  22,  past  Water  Street;  to  SR 
4014,  becoming  SR  4004  (Main  Street)  into  Alexandria 
Borough;  to  SR  305,  returning  to  U.S.  22;  to  PA  26 
(Pennsylvania  Avenue),  through  Smithfield;  to  Penn  Street 
(PA  26)  through  Huntingdon  Historic  District;  to  2nd  St., 
returning  to  U.S.  22;  to  U.S.  522  (Mt.  Union  Borough);  U.S. 
522  (through  Orbisonia  Borough,  past  East  Broad  Top 
Railroad)  to  Fulton  County. 


Fulton  County 

From  Huntingdon  County,  U.S.  522  (past  Burnt  Cabins)  to 
McConnellsburg;  entering  McConnellsburg  on  2nd  St.  (U.S. 
522);  to  Market  St.;  to  3rd  St.,  past  McConnellsburg  Historic 
District,  Fulton  Theater  welcome  center  &  Fulton  house};  to 
Lincoln  Way  (Old  U.S.  30/Lincoln  Highway),  becoming  SR 
1004;  to  U.S.  30;  U.S.  30  to  Bedford  County. 


Bedford  County 

From  Fulton  County,  U.S.  30  (through  Breezewood)  to 
Everett  Borough;  Business  U.S.  30  (SR  1044)  through 
Everett;  U.S.  30  to  Bedford  Borough;  Business  U.S.  30  (SR 
4010)  into  Bedford  Borough;  through  Bedford  Historic  District 
via  Penn  St.  (SR  4008)  to  West  St.  (TR  734),  returning  to  Pitt 
St./Business  U.S.  30  (SR  4010);  returning  to  U.S.  30;  to 
Somerset  County  (through  Schellsburg  Borough,  past 
Shawnee  State  Park)  on  U.S.  30. 


From  Bedford  County  on  U.S.  30  (past  Stoystown)  to  PA  985 
(at  Jennerstown);  past  Somerset  Historical  Center  to  PA  601; 
PA  601,  entering  Somerset  Borough;  to  PA  281;  to  PA  523 
(at  Confluence  Borough,  through  New  Centerville  Borough); 
PA  523  to  U.S.  40;  to  SR  3002  (through  Addison  Borough), 
rejoining  U.S.  40;  U.S.  40  to  Fayette  County. 


Fayette  County 

From  Somerset  County  on  U.S.  40  past  Fort  Necessity  NB 
(through  Farmington  &  Hopwood  communities)  to  downtown 
Uniontown;  to  Bute  Rd./SR  1051  (via  Bute  &  Leisenring);  to 
U.S.  119  (at  Connellsville);  SR  1029  (through  Everson 
Borough),  to  Westmoreland  County. 

Extension  to  Ohiopyle  State  Park  and  Fallingwater.  From 
U.S.  40  at  Farmington,  to  PA  381  (through  Ohiopyle  State 
Park)  to  Fallingwater. 

Extension  to  Friendship  Hill  NHS.  From  U.S.  40  in 
Uniontown,  to  Morgantown  Rd.  (SR  301 9/Business  U.S.  119); 
U.S.  119  to  PA  166  (near  Pt.  Marion);  PA  166  to  Friendship 
Hill  National  Historic  Site  (near  New  Geneva). 

Extension  to  Searights  Tollhouse  and  Brownsville.  From 
downtown  Uniontown,  W.  Main  St.,  becoming  U.S.  40  to 
Searights  Tollhouse;  U.S.  40  (via  Brier  Hill)  to  Brownsville 
Borough  (and  National  Road  Visitor  Center). 
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Westmoreland  County 

From  Fayette  County  on  SR  1029/3087,  to  SR  819  (at 
Scottdale  Borough);  SR  819  past  West  Overton  Museum  to 
PA  31  (at  Mt.  Pleasant  Borough);  to  PA  711  (at  Donegal 
Borough);  to  U.S.  30  (at  Ligonier  Borough/  Ft.  Ligonier);  to 
PA  981  (through  Latrobe  Borough);  to  PA  286  (through  New 
Alexandria  Borough,  past  Keystone  State  Park);  PA  286  to 
Indiana  County  at  Saltsburg. 

Extension  to  Tunnelton/lndiana  County.  From  PA  981 , 
between  New  Alexandria  Borough  and  PA  286;  to  Township 
Road  #  939;  to  SR  3003  into  Tunnelton  (Indiana  County). 


Indiana  County 

From  Westmoreland  County,  PA  286  (through  Saltsburg 
Borough)  to  Indiana  Borough;  through  Indiana  Burough 
(Indiana  Historic  District,  past  Silas  Clark  house)  to  SR  4005; 
leaving  Indiana  Burough  on  SR  4005  to  U.S.  119;  to  PA  56 
(at  Homer  City  Borough);  to  Cambria  County  (through  Brush 
Valley  and  Armagh  Borough)  via  PA  56  (partly  through 
Westmoreland  County)  or  PA  403. 


SITES  (EXISTING  OR  PLANNED  FOR 
COMPLETION  IN  1994) 

Cambria  County 

•  Conemaugh  Gap  (Interpretive  turnouts,  picnic  areas,  and 
trailheads  along  PA  56) 

•  In  Johnstown:  Johnstown  Flood  Museum;  Johnstown 


Area  Welcome  Center;  Johnstown  Inclined  Plane  Visitor 
Center;  Allegheny  Ridge  SHP  Heritage  Discovery  Center 
(Cambria  City) 

•  Allegheny  Ridge  SHP  Constellation  Gateway  (Miner's 
Memorial  Park)  —  Windber  (Somerset  County) 

•  Johnstown  Flood  National  Memorial 

•  South  Fork  Historic  District/Miner's  Museum  —  St. 
Michael 

•  Allegheny  Ridge  SHP  Constellation  Gateway  —  Portage 

•  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad  National  Historic  Site 

•  Gallitzin  Tunnel  Park 

Blair  County 

•  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad  National  Historic  Site 

•  Horseshoe  Curve  National  Historic  Landmark 

•  In  Altoona/Hollidaysburg  area:  Railroaders  Memorial 
Museum;  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau  (Altoona  In- 
town  Welcome  Center);  Allegheny  Ridge  SHP  Heritage 
Discovery  Center  —  Altoona;  Baker  Mansion;  Allegheny 
Ridge  SHP  Canal  Constellation  Gateway  -  Hollidaysburg 
and  Hollidaysburg  Historic  District 

•  Canoe  Creek  State  Park 
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Huntingdon  County 


Schellsburg  Historic  District/Shawnee  State  Park 


•  Alexandria  Historic  District  (Hartslog  Museum/Alexandria 
Library) 

•  Lincoln  Caverns 

•  Huntingdon  Borough  visitor  center  at  (Huntingdon  Historic 
District/Huntingdon  TPA/Huntingdon  Historic  Society/ 
Hunt  Tower/Huntingdon  Courthouse) 

•  Swigart  Museum 

•  Mt.  Union  Historic  District 

•  East  Broad  Top  Railroad  —  Orbisonia 

Fulton  County 

•  Burnt  Cabins  grist  mill 

•  Fulton  Theater  welcome  center  —  McConnellsburg  and 
McConnellsburg  Historic  District 

•  Fulton  house  —  McConnellsburg  (Lincoln  Highway  Visitor 
Center) 

Bedford  County 

•  Everett  Railroad  Station  and  Visitor  Center 

•  Espy  house/Bedford  Borough  Historic  District  Visitor 
Center  (Lincoln  Highway  Visitor  Center) 

•  Old  Bedford  Village 


Somerset  County 

•  Somerset  Historical  Center 

•  Zimmerman  mansion 

•  Somerset  County  Chamber  of  Commerce/Visitor  Center 

•  Somerset  County  Courthouse 

•  Petersburg  (Addison)  Tollhouse 

Fayette  County 

Fort  Necessity  National  Battlefield/  Mount  Washington 
Tavern  (National  Road  Visitor  Center) 

Ohiopyle  State  Park 

Fallingwater 

Fayette  County  Courthouse  (Uniontown) 

Friendship  Hill  National  Historic  Site 

Searights  Tollhouse 

Brownsville  Borough  —  National  Road  Visitor  Center 
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Westmoreland  County 

•  West  Overton  Museum/Scottdale  Borough  Visitor  Center 

•  Mt.  Pleasant  glass  industry  sites  (with  visitor  center) 

•  Fort  Ligonier/Ligonier  Borough  Visitor  Center 

Indiana  County 

•  Saltsburg  Canal  Park  and  Visitor  Center 

•  Tunnelview  Park 

•  Indiana  Historic  District/Silas  Clark  house  (Indiana 
Historical  Society  Visitor  Center) 

•  Homer  City  Electric  Generation  Plant  complex  (and  visitor 
center) 
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As  the  nation's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  of  the  Interior  has  responsibility  for  most  of  our  nationally  owned  public  lands 
and  natural  resources.  This  includes  fostering  sound  use  of  our  land  and  water  resources;  protecting  our  fish,  wildlife,  and  biological  diversity; 
preserving  the  environmental  and  cultural  values  of  our  national  parks  and  historical  places;  and  providing  for  the  enjoyment  of  life  through 
outdoor  recreation.  The  department  assesses  our  energy  and  mineral  resources  and  works  to  ensure  that  their  development  is  in  the  best 
interests  of  all  our  people  by  encouraging  stewardship  and  citizen  participation  in  their  care.  The  department  also  has  a  major  responsibility 
for  American  Indian  reservation  communities  and  for  people  who  live  in  island  territories  under  U.S.  administration. 

The  Southwestern  Pennsylvania  Heritage  Preservation  Commission  is  a  federally  appointed  organization  within  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
The  commission  is  a  catalyst  for  partnership  efforts  to  conserve,  interpret,  and  promote  the  sites,  landscapes,  and  stories  of  America's  industrial 
heritage  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania.  Through  this  conservation  and  commemoration  effort,  the  commission  will  also  stimulate  economic 
development  in  the  region.  This  product  was  prepared  for  the  commission  through  a  partnership  effort  with  the  National  Park  Service. 

NPS  D-87,  February  1994 
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